[Significance of factors of coagulation and fibrinolysis in progression of lung cancer].
To clarify the significance of factors of coagulation and fibrinolysis in tumor progression, we measured levels of D-Dimer, Thrombin-Anti-Thrombin III complex (TAT), and Plasmin-alpha 2-Anti-Plasmin complex (PAP) in 55 patients with primary lung cancer, and studied the relationship between these parameters and clinical TNM stage. D-Dimer, TAT and PAP increased in parallel with progression of primary tumor and distant metastasis, whereas there was no significant relationship between the progression of nodal involvement and these factors. In 19 patients, we investigated changes of D-Dimer, PAP and TAT during chemotherapy. These parameters decreased in the partial response group and minor response group, whereas they increased in the progressive disease group. These data suggest that D-Dimer, PAP and TAT determination is useful for evaluation of disorders of coagulation and fibrinolysis related to tumor progression or remission in patients with lung cancer.